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repeat the name of Allah, wear his cloth in the fashion of the
Mahomedans and recite the namaz regularly, banishing all
Hindu ideas from the mind. Then, at another time, there was
an onrush of Christian ideas and he offered to Jesus the
eager outpourings of his longing heart. All Hindu ideas were
swept away before this tidal wave and it is said that after
three days of intense practice he had a vision of Jesus.

The spiritual hunger of the modern mind can be
appeased not by rigid dogmatism and ritualism, nor even
by intellectualism but only by a living realization of God
verified by the pragmatic test of intellectual enlighten-
ment and solicitude for the welfare of humanity. He
had an unutterable longing to find the Real in every
religion and know its spiritual language, and his spiritual
adventures and intuitive realizations of God have, therefore,,
a unique value to the student of comparative religion and
mysticism. The integral experience of the Infinite carries
with it its own irrefutable certainty and authority. As was
said already, the only adequate proof of the existence of God is
the experience of God, and S'rl Ramakrsna with his genius for
God attained a transcendental and incommensurable divine
consciousness which compels comparison with the divine
experience of Narximazhvar and other ancient seers.

The intense religious practice of S'ri Ramakrsna was
not a yogic sadhana in its conventional sense but a spiritual
storm that raged over his whole being and swept away all
trace of sensuality and sin. Yoga is not only a self-training,
but is also a trust in the saving grace of God. It is not a
mere psychological or ethical method of self-salvation, but
a religious aspiration for the reunion of the self and God
by His operative krRa. Yoga in all its aspects involves the
three factors of self-renouncement, self-knowledge and the